ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS EVE 2007

Rev. John G. Eiwen, Pastor
Mr. Rex Roseman, Organist and Choir Director
Mr. Joby Breitenbach, Soloist
Mrs. Carol Ketelsen, Handbell Choir Director

A FAMILY CAROL AND CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

THE PRELUDE: Fantasy on “Silent Night” Evan Copley
THE OPENING HYMN: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light. (Refrain)

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. (Refrain)

THE CALL TO WORSHIP ~ Isaiah 9
Unto us a child is born,
: To us a Son is given,

The people walking in darkness
. Have seen a great light;

On those living in the land of the shadow of death
. Alight has dawned.

You have filled us with gladness
: And increased our joy
Unto us a child is born,
: To us a Son is given,
And the government will be on His shoulders.
: And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
. Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Unto us a child is born,
: To us a Son is given.

NOFT O AT OTOT OTOFT OF

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Refrain

THE GREETING: We Share Our Christmas Joy

THE OFFERING: Our gifts to the Lord symbolize the gift of ourselves
(Please sign and pass the Friendship Registep

THE CHOIR: “Come Celebrate with Joy”

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL, Part I..............cooiiiiini. Luke 2:1-7
THE SOLO: “Joseph’s Song”

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL, Part II ............ccooiiiinnne. Luke 2:8-14
THE HYMN: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”.........LW #62 vs. 1-3
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL, Part IIT ......................e. Luke 2:15-20

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LW #60 1-2
THE SERMON: “Christmas — Just a Beautiful Story or Truth from God”
OUR HYMN & PRAYER TO THE SAVIOR:

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” LW #60 vs. 3

How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’'n!
So God imparts To human hearts The blessing of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will Receive him, still The dear Christ enters in.

THE PRAYER (spoken by the Pastor)
“O Little Town of Bethlehem™.........................co LW#60v. 4

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, And enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

3 continued...



THE CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY

(Please use caution with the candles. To minimize the dripping of wax,
please tip only the unlighted candles. When you extinguish your candle,
please hold it upright until the wax has hardened. Please be careful not to
crumble the wax on the carpet while leaving.)

THE CAROL BY CANDLELIGHT - “Silent Night” (with handbell choir)

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Your holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Your birth, Jesus, Lord, at Your birth.

THE PRAYER BY CANDLELIGHT - (spoken by the pastor)
THE BLESSING ~ WE CAREFULLY EXTINGUISH OUR CANDLES
OUR CHRISTMAS CAROL OF JOY - “Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love.
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

THE POSTLUDE: Fantasy on “Joy to the World” Evan Copley

P.S. Didn’t get to sing your favorite Carol tonight? Come and join us
Christmas Day for a service of Carols and Communion at 10:45 a.m
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